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The Pan-African Movement
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However, during most of the twentieth century, because of its entanglement E
- with Western €xpanstonism, Pan-Africanism has evolved into a variant of the so- :
- cialist movement as well. In fact, the leading advocates of Pan-Africanism during
- the twentieth century espoused some form of socialism. Hence, the broadest defi- 7
 =xion of Pan-Africanism includes both unity {of Africa and peoples of African de- g
- «cent) and socialism.

Origins and Early Emigration Efforts

- Contrary to the conventional wisdom of most historians of the Pan-African ex- 3
- perience, there is sufficient reason 1o argue that the origins of Pan-Africanism can
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be traced to experiences on the African mainland during the period of the :
pean-dominated, triangular slave rrade. This is because the sentiments and dess %
for Pan-African unity have been an integral part of the movement. And clear :
those mainland Africans who lost family, clan, and ethnic members to the < :
trade manifested a pristine desire for Pan-African unity by grieving for their re&

tives” safe return to Africa. Similarly, the minority of leaders in Africa who k
their people in battle against the European slave trade wire putting original P
African sentiments into pracrice. 3

Instead, the standard approach 1o analyzing the origins of Pan-Africanism

characrerized by a solitary focus on the effores of African descendans in the Wes-
ern Hemisphere who responded to the injustices of slavery by seeking to return =
Africa or fighring for self-determination in the diaspora. Perhaps the most balances
approach to this question, for now, is to argue that the origin of Pan-Africaniss
was characternized by 2 form of mutual duality, thus recognizing the genuine sent-
ments and concrete efforts of the struggle for Pan-Africanism in Africa and in the.
African diaspora. It can be plavsibly argued that Pan-Africanism originated in rhe
dispersion of Africans and not necessarily just among those who were dispersed.

liest years of slavery in the Western Hemisphere. Not only did the lyrics of songs
sung by Africans during slavery, in both North America and the Caribbean, ind:-
cate a strong desire to reunite with Africa, but even atrempted suicides often re-
flected their longing ro return home. This rudimentary manifestation of Pan-
Africanism among enslaved Africans and their emancipated descendanrs
conunued throughour the slavery period and for many years thercafrer, albeit at
different levels of momentum and with different degrees of success, .
As would be expecred, the interest among Africans in North America in physi-
cally returning to Africa was greater among those who were most oppressed and
most excluded from American institutions. And since lower class Africans in
North America experienced a far greater number of injustices than their middle
class brethren, the desire ro physically reunite with Africa was always greater
among the former. This pattern of interest toward Pan-Africanism paralleled ex-
periences in different parts of the Caribbean as well. _
The repatriation experience of Africans in the diaspora, who returned to Wes:
Africa during the nineteenth century and established Sierra Leone and Liberia, is
often included as part of the historical development of Pan-Africanism. However,
this experience was more anomalous than congruent with the historical evolution
of the Pan-African movement. Both states became, in effect, colonies of the West.
And with the use of a class of educarted, privileged or financially advantaged

Rogel o SEE A St 01

]
R
2
3
2
g
§.
g
L
8
%
g
=
;
g
3
S
:
Tdit8e0tE L

pelied to provide exploitable labor for European capiralist investments. Still, the
willingness of thousands of Africans in North America and the Caribbean 1o re-
turn to Africa, as arranged under whire tutelage, is an indication of the sentiments
for Pan-African unity among the scattered descendants of Africa at thar time,
Morcover, many emigration movements, organizations, and the leaders thar
emerged after the founding of Sierra Leone and Liberia often centered their efforts
around the existence and symbolic nature of these two states.

Contrary to the white-dominared emigration schemes of groups such as the
American Colonization Society, which transported thousands of Africans in
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The Pan-African Movement 175

North America to Liberia, there were many black-controlled efforts 10 reunite

struggle for Pan-African unity. As early as 1773, slaves petitioned the colonial leg-
slatures of North America to be emancipated in order that they may return to
Amica, Around this same time, Africans from Jamaica who were exiled by Great
Sizzin to Canada were making identical requests ro their European captors. Also

=enth century, in genceral, the efforts by African descendants in the diaspora to re-
szuze with Africa were betrer financed and organized than the atcempts just cired.

The New Englander, Paul Cuffe, is often credired for organizing the first seri-
@s amempt 1o return Africans in the diaspora back to Africa. Driven by almost as

' =uch missionary zeal as a genuine thirst for freedom, Cuffe, had he not died un.

=2 Pan-African goals,

Oae year before Delaney and Campbell travelled ro Africa, Henry Highland
Gamner founded the African Civilization Society, of which he became president.
Whelechis organization, like others before it, had ambitions thar reflecred the Eu-

~cam slavery,” one of its major objectives in Africa was “to cstablish a grand cen-
. == of negro nationality, from which shall flow the streams of commercial,
) mexliectual, and political power which shall make colored people respected
| =errwhere.” Despite his occasional vacillation, Garnet succeeded in keeping
b aliwe the notion of reunification with Africa; sill, he was unable to implement his
. ple=s effectively, partly because of the hostility he received from men such as
- Pmederick Douglass in the United Stares who adamantly opposed any cfforts that
were inconsistent with his aspirations for black assimilation into the North
Sawerican mainstream,

During this same period, in the Caribbean and in Latin America, there were
- ===y African descendants who soughr and advocated a rerurn to Africa in order

* w20 degan his evolution into Pan-Africanism as a2 Christian missionary. After
. @mpping this pursuit, Blyden soon became one of the leading Pan-African intel-
£ Wecmls in the African world. Throughout the last quarter of the nineteenth cen-
B . be worked laboriously for African descendants in the diaspora 10 rerurn
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home. Dye largely 1o hig encouragement, many other African descendants in the
Caribbean so

ught 10 return 1o Africa. % S S
During the lag; decade of the nineteenth century, no ope better embodied the . e
notion that oppressed descendants from Africa, especially in the Unired States, L e
should return 10 Africa in order to liberate Africa and Africans everywhere than L
Bishop Henry McNeal Turner. He was 5 leader in the African M ist Episco- iy S——
pal Church in the United Srates and Organized many efforts:to realize his Pan- "’:’
African goals Turner made frequent tTps to Africa and constantly promoted the i
idea of African emigration which nourished the growing dise antment amo —_—
poorer segments of the African American Population in the United States. Ear
Poor black peasanes were especially receprive 1o Turner’s message. Although he S
never succeeded in transporting any significant number of people back to Africa s o
he did make 3 significant contribution rowards keeping alive cerrajn fundamental -
Pan-African ideals. Foremos: among these was the notion that the only hope for Az
scattered African descendants was jn building a powerfy and independent nation ——a
of their own in Africg. 3t
ile there were many other emigration effores that took place throughout the ey
world that have not been covered in this bri summary, a genuine appre- e
<1ation of this dimension of the historical evolurion of Pan-Africanism requires an % con
understanding of several key poings. First, the black controlled effores neyver made T
claims on lapd outside or inside of Africa that required the eventual expulsion or o
political and economic subjugation of ndigenous inhabitangs. Second, the major- e g
ity of followers of these movemenes belonged to the POorer segments of the i
rican world Population, as the more economically mobjle African descendants g Jewrad
o ed with disdain Third, in relarjye terms, the number of African descen- .
nts who acrually returned 1o Africa was never that large, although the figures _
can belie the aceyal Support that emigration schemes received from the magses of . &rcan
scattered Africans. Fourth, these movements, although never really anti-caprralise T
in their ideological orientation, were clearly manifestations of 3 resistance 1o the s ot
consolidation of black suffering and whige Supremacy under the growing doming R Sangze
ton of the international Capitalist system Fifth, movements were very inflyen- - P Lo
tial in the historica] development of Pan-Afrlcmusm, as they became effectively in. i g
terwoven with similar Mmovements and events thar occurred in the struggle for - Gar
Pan-African unity throughout the twentieth century, > "We Lo
e
-~ A “‘l i‘:!
Twentieth and Twenty-First QEe————
Centuries Developments |
Pan-African activity geared towards hysically reuniting African descendans fama s
abroad with their ancestral homeland did o, Stop after the turn of the century, |peey ot
Bishop Turner continued to lead the EMIZration movement in the United Srates § unan
uring ¢ decade of the new century. Replacing the void left by Turner after Y hege
death was Chief Alfred Charles Sam of the Goj st in West Africa. Chief fwax: 2eac
generated considerable enthusiasm for hijs ¢migration plans by travelling ex- &= 191
tensively, forming emugration clubs and selling shares of stock in hig emigration e amd
company, the Akim rading Company. He recerved his




The Pan-African Movement 177

black communities in Oklahoma in 1914, Although Chief Sam succeeded in re-

wrning a small amount of followers back to the Gold Coast, conditions in
ica—the result of British lack of cooperation and African underdevelop-

ment—led to disenchantment among the emigranrs. )

The evangelical dimension of the Pan-African struggle to return African de-
scendants to Africa also continued, These efforts contributed in no small way to
the radicalization of the religious leadership and laity in Africa. As a consequence,
by 1926, white missionaries—rthe religious embodiment of European expansion-
ism—grew so disquieted from the growing Africanization and radicalization of
Euro-Christian doctrines, thar they organized, in Le Zoute, Belgium, an interna-
tional conference of missionaries concerned with Africa. One of its main p
was to prevent the return of black missionaries whose teachings resulted in “seri-
ous disturbances™ in Africa.

Although the European partitioning and colonization of Africa began nearly
two decades before the beginning of the new century (formalized at the infamous
Berlin Conference of 1884-1885), it was not completed until rwo decades into
the twentieth century. The Pan-African response to this bold initiative on the part
of the European capitalist powers was significant. Given the considerable amount
of communication and interaction that had already taken place prior 1o the twen-
tieth century berween Africans on the mainland and their brethren scatrered
abroad, it is no wonder that African descendants in different parts of the world
were able to engage themselves effectively in Pan-African cooperation against the
injustices of European hegemony during the first quarter of the rwentieth century.
Several conferences, congresses, and conventions were organized by African de-
scendants, some even before the twentieth century, to address the common misery
and suffering experienced by Africans under European colonial rule in Africa and
African descendants living in the Caribbean and within the colonial metropolitan
governments in Europe and the United States. Some of the most important meet-
ings of this type included the Chicago Congress on Africa of 1895; the Adanta
Congress on Africa of 1895; the Pan-African Conference of 1900 in London; the
First Universal Race Congress of 1911 in London; the Pan-African Congresses or-
ganized or inspired by W.E. B. DuBois in 1919, 1921, 1923, and 1927; and Mar-
cus Garvey’s Universal Negro Improvement Association conventions that mer in
the United States between 1920 and 1925,

These meetings were organized and atrended by outstanding Pan-African pro-
ponents as well as other notable intellecruals, businessmen, burcaucrats, and roy-
alty within the African world. Although reformist in nature, the resolutions
drafted ar these meetings were consistent and demonstrated an anrti-imperialist
awareness; a strong desire for greater Pan-African unity and cooperation between
peoples of African descent; an aim of industrializing and advancing Africa in par-
ticular and all African peoples in general; an effort to preserve and regenerate
Africa’s most worthy cultural traditions; and a responsibility to protect the sover-
cignty of Ethiopia, Liberia and Haiti against the artacks of European imperialise
domination. It is interesting to note thar, due to the polirical, economic and mili-
tary hegemony of the West, all of these meetings were held outside of Africa, de-
spite attempts by DuBois and others to hold such meetings inside.

In 1914, Marcus Garvey founded the Universal Negro Improvement Associa-
ton and African Communities League (UNIA-ACL) in Jamaica. He did $0, ac-
cording 1o his own account, in order to address the wretched condition of the
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African World at char time—which he observed, firsthand, throughout his travels.
Furthermore, Garvey benefitted from, and was deeply influenced by, the Pan-
African efforts of his ninceeenth-century and early twentieth-century predeces-

sors. The impact that Garvey and the UNIA-ACL had on the African World in

general, and the Pan-African movement in particular, was monumental. Their in-

fluence is still being felr today, in large part because of the tremendous organiza-

tional success thar characterized the Garvey movement. With chapters and divi-
sions of the UNIA-ACL in almost every corner of the African World, Garveyites
could boast a membership of nearly six million. That Garveyism had a profound
impact on the thinking and behavior of millions of African descendants struggling
to be free during the 1920s and 1930s is unquestionable. Even Garvey’s detrac-
tors had to admit that he “was undoubtedly one of the greatest Negroes since
Emancipation, a visionary who inspired his race in its upward struggle from the
degradation of centuries of slavery.”

With great organizarional skill and oratosical mastery, Garvey took advanrage
of the frustration and disillusionment that peoples of African descent were feeling
after the First World War in which they had fought and died, supposedly, to make
the world safe for democracy and to ensure the right to self-determination. Hav-
ing been denied these basic human rights for so long and experiencing greater lev-
¢ls of economic penury, African people around the world, especially those in the
Unired States who had migrated to either southern or northern cities with the
false expectation that life would be beteer, placed unparalleled faith in the Pan-
Africanism of Garvey and the UNIA-ACL. And while Garvey’s program, despite
its limitations, did address, concretely, many of the basic problems that con-
fronted the African World communiry, most historians and other commentators
have consistently and mistakenly reduced Garveyism to simply a “Back ro Africa
Movement.” However, although emigration plans were undoubredly a parr of the
UNIA-ACLs overall strategy, its primary and ultimate objective was to liberaze
and reconstruct Africa into a nation powerful enough to liberate Africans around
the world. On behalf of the UNIA-ACL, Garvey declared:

We are determined to solve our own problem, by redeeming our Motcherland
Africa from the hands of alien exploiters and found there a Government, a na-
tion of our own, strong enough to lend protection to the members of our race

scattered all over the world, and 10 compel the respect of the nations and races
of the carth.

In short, the contribution of Garvey and the UNIA-ACL to the struggle for
Pan-Africanism was unrivaled, and explains the keen interest the imperialist pow-
ers had in seeing Garvey fail. As a movemenr staunchly opposed to European im-
perialism, the Garvey movement lionized the fundamental ideals of Pan-African-
ism in a way never before done in the long history of the movement.

In addition to the Garvey movement, at the end of the First World War, there
emerged a number of other activities cenrered in Western Europe, that were sig-
nificant expressions of Pan-African struggle. While some of them received their
initial impetus from the Garvey movement, these efforts, in the main, were also a
product of increased disenchantment with colonial rule that resulted from the
hundreds of thousands of black troops who returned from the war effort and
were denied the basic human rights thar they had been told they were risking their
lives to defend. These expressions were manifested in the creation of several orga-
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nizations dedicated to the realization of Pan-African aims. In London, Africans
from West Africa and the Caribbean formed the Union for Students of African de-
scent in 1917. A year later, also in London, the African Progress Union (APU) was
formed, with the famous Egyptian Pan-Africanist, Duse Muhammed Ali, as one
of its members. The APU's declared aim was to promote the social and economic
welfare of African peoples throughout the world. By the mid 1920s, the influen-
tial West African Student’s Union (WASU) was established, including in its mem-
bership, despite its name, Africans from other parts of Africa besides West Africa.
Moreover, it was concerned wich other issues besides student-relared ones, such as
the future advancement of Africa and African peoples throughout the world.

France, as the colonial power that had expropriated more of Africa’s land than
any other European nation, was not devoid of Pan-African acrivity after the First
World War. In addition to its capital serving as the location of the 1919 Pan.
African Congress, the Paris Peace Conference at Versailles was the target of fur-
ther Pan-African efforts. DuBois, along with others, sought to arrange for Africa
to have a voice at this Conference. Besides advocating the establishment of a
Charter of Human Rights to guide the colonial powers in their relations with
mainland Africa, they sought to affect the impending redivision of Africa by the
victorious Allied Powers along lines consistent with their Pan-African goals. That
the European powers chose to ignore these concerns and continue pursuing their
imperialist interests in Africa should not overshadow the significance of this Pan-
African arcempt. Indeed, subsequent to this, not only did DuBois make similar re-
quests 1o the newly-formed League of Nartions, bur Marcus Garvey and the
UNIA-ACL made identical demands to this same body.

The French-speaking African community in France created several Pan-African
organizations in Paris. Men such as Marc Kojo Tovalou Houenou of Dahomey,
founder and president of the Ligue Universelle pour la Defense de la Race Noire,
challenged the assimilationist policies of French colonialism between the years of
1924 to 1936. Interestingly, Houenou was invited to the 1924 UNIA-ACL Con-
vention in New York City. With the production of its journal, Les Continents, the
Ligue Universelle pursued aims that were fundamentally Pan-African.

Also important during this period was the Comité de la Défense de Ia Race
Naegre, led by Lamine Senghor from Sencgal, and the Ligue de la Defense de la
Race Niegre, led by Tiemoho Garon Koyare from the Sudan. These organiza-
zions, built by French-speaking African descendants from Africa and the Carib-
bean, showed great interest in the plight of the African diaspora in the United
States, and were particularly impressed with the rise of Garveyism. Morcover,
they were more radical than the Ligue Universelle, since they understood, and ve-
semently criticized, the collaboration between the rulers of French colonialism
and the French-speaking African middle class, Consequently, they earned 2 con-
siderable amount of hostility from French governmental authoriries.

the 1930s. Led by African descendants from the Caribbean located primarily in
Grear Britain, numerous Pan-African organizations were estahlished by commit-
red socialists such as George Padmore and C.L.R. James—friends from child-
=ood in Trinidad. During the mid 1930s, James formed the International African
Friends of Abyssinia (IAFA). Shortly afterwards, Padmore creared the Interna-
nonal African Service Burean {IASB), which was replaced by the Pan-African Fed-
<ranion in 1944. James and Padmore, along with other West Indians, were joined
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by other notable figures from different parrs of Africa, such as Jomo Kenyatea of

Kenya and I. T A. Wallace-Johnson of Sierra Leone. Collectively, through the con- ‘
vening of several meetings and the dissemination of anti-coloni i

cal persuasion of this group of Pan-Africanists was diverse
all heavily influenced by the writings of Marx and Lenin, i

In 1935, the Italian invasion of Ethiopia intensified the growing anti-imperial-
ist orientation of the Pan-African movement. As chairman of the IAFA, James's

reaction to this crisis reflected the views of many Pan-Africanists during this pe-
riod when he wrote:

The Iralian invasion also served 10 galvanize the scemingly larent Pan-African
aspirations of African descendanrs around the world. For instance, in different
countries they organized Ethiopian suppore groups, raised funds for weapons and
medical supplies, boycorzed Iralian-produced goods, wrote articles condemning
Italy and admonishing the League of Nations, !

wever, despite the groundswell of ular suppor:
this movement received from countless black communities arodnd the world,

African peoples were still unorganized. Hence, they lacked any significant amoun:
of power 10 save Ethiopia from the clutches of European mmperialism or to
achieve any other meaningful Pan-African objective.

Post-World War I Trends

proper in Africa. Factors associated with
this development had a profound impact on the Pan-African movement. Like the

Italian invasion, factors related to the end of the Second World War stimulated
the icani

a document created by Grear
less significant was the facr that, once again,
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ist powers would not succeed in denying, at least in principle, the right of African
peoples on the continent, and soon afterwards in the Caribbean, o govern them-
selves. After the wreckage of World War 11, the weakened European victors were
in RO position to reverse the anti-colonial movement that was gaining in strength,
especially in light of the growing socialist threat in parts of Asia and Eastern Eu-
rope. And 5o it was in the contexr of these opportunities that the Pan-African
movement, during and afrer the Second World War, became stronger and more
militant.

This development culminated, 1o a large extent, in the Fifth Pan-African Con-
gress of 1945 in Manchester, England. Organized by George Padmore, Kwame
Nkrumah and other important figures associated with the Pan-African Federation
in Great Britain, this Congress symbolized in many ways the coming-of-age of Pan-
Africanism. It differed significantly from other Pan-African meetings, conventions
and congresses in that; 1) the numerical participation of native-horn Africans was
areater; 2) there was a greater ratio of delegares who represented the organized
{abor of African workers and farmers; 3) the socialist world view clearly dominared

of force to achieve Pan-African objectives); and 5) a strategy to liberate Africa, in
Africa, became the primary focus for the new, revolutionary Pan-African agenda.

Specifically, the Manchester Congress condemned the partition of Africa and

the economic exploitation of the conunent and the lack of industrial develop-
ment, advocared a stronger stand against serrler colonialism, demanded an end to
dliteracy and malnutrition, and supported the independence of Algeria, Tunisia,
and Moroceo. It further requested the recognition of the rights of syndicates and
<ooperatives by colonial powers, and a pproved the demand for independence by
West African delegates present ar the Congress, and embraced the UN Charter.
That many of the participants ar this historie Congress made guite notable contri-
butions to the defear of colonialism proper in Africa a decade or so later only in-
dicates the importance of the Manchester meeting.
- One such contribution was the pivotal role Kwame Nkrumah played in the
- struggle to wrest political control from the Pritish in Ghana (in what was then
called the Gold Coast). From 1947 until Ghanaian independence in 1957,
Nkrumah led his countrymen in a Positive Action campaign of mass strikes, boy-
cotts and demonstrations. The strategy used in Ghana by Nkrumah was heavily
niluenced by the Manchester Congress. The British were left with no other choice
our 1o relinquish political power. The implications of this evenr for the rest of
Atrica and the entire African World were astounding. With practically every part
of the African World experiencing, in some form or another, political subjugation
at the hands of powerful white nations, Ghana’s independence in 1957 symbol-
zed, at least in the hearts and minds of countless African descendants around the
world, the beginning of a new world order. Understanding the significance of this
smerging sentiment, Nkrumah made his famous declaration that the indepen-
dence of Ghana was meaningless without the total liberation of Africa,

Ir was at this juncrure in the historical development of Pan-Africanism thar
Nkrumah became the leading embodiment of the movement. As such, he wasted
. 70 Time in making Ghana the major citadel of the Pan-African movement. In
- 1958, Nkrumah, with the critical assistance of George Padmore (his African Af-
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fairs advisor), convened two conferences in Ghana that werce historical mile-
stones in the struggle for Pan-Africanism. The first was a conference of Indepen-
dent African states, held in April of 1958. The second was the All-African
People’s Conference in December of the same year. While there were many impor-
rant resolutions passed art these conferences, their real significance lay in the fact
that they were held on African soil. These conferences inspired the convening of
other similar conferences latér-hetd in Tunis in 1960, in Cairo in 1961, and again.
in Ghana, in subsequent years. Even the formation of the Organization of African
Unity in 1963 can be traced ro the efforts of Nkrumah to achieve his Pan-African
goals for Africa. In short, until his death in 1972 {even after the 1966 coup d’etar
that toppled his government), Nkrumah's theoretical and practical efforts to real-
1ze the goals of Pan-Africanism had a tremendous impact on the world in general
and the African World in particular.

The OAU is one example of this, for, although it has never measured up to the
radical demands and expectations of Nkrumah and other revolutionary Pan-
Africanists, it has provided some assistance to the Pan-African movement in
Africa over the past three decades. The OAU's mild successes have included irs
contribution ro conflict management, the struggle against colonial and settler
colonial rule, and economic development and cooperation, However, because of
its lack of genuine authority and conrrol over its member states, and the ideologi-
cal disunity of Africa’s leadership, its resolutions and decisions have not been al-
ways adhered to and implemented. '

In fact, the OAU, whose Charter was signed by thirty African States on May 25.
1963, in Addis Ababa, was a compromise between those States which advocared
outright unification of the continent, comprising Morocco, Mali, Ghana, Guinez,
Algeria, and Libya (with delegates from Ceylon), known as the Casablanca Group
{so named after their conferénce in Morocco, in January 1961) and those who fa-
vored a gradual approach to unification and regional associations or groupings.
The latwer have been commonly known as the Monrovia Group (which had met ir
Moanrovia, the capiral of Liberia, in May 1961.) Included in the Group were Soma-
lia, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Congo-Brazzaville, Tunisia, and Ethiopiz,
joined by the Brazzaville Group, made up of several of the former French colonies,
such as Core d’Ivoire, Gabon, Chad, Senegal, Madagascar, and Cameroon. ;

[n reality, the moderates, led by Felix Houphouet-Boigny {of Cote d’Ivoire) and
Lepold Senghor (of Senegal), prevailed over Kwame Nkrumah (of Ghana), Mod-
ibo Keita (of Mali), and Sekou Toure (of Guinea). Thus, the objectives of the
OAU were 10:

Promote unity and solidarity of the African States; coordinate and intensify
their cooperation and efforts to achieve a betzer life for the peoples of Africa;
defend their sovereignty, their tersitorial integrity, and independence; eradicate
all forms of colonialism from Africa: and promote international co-operation
having due regard to the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights,

The OAU Charter made Addis-Ababa the headquarters for the Secrezariat-Gen-
eral, and provided for a yearly meeting of the Heads of State and 2 biannual gath-
ering of the Foreign Ministers to prepare for the meeting of the Heads of State.

The civil war in Chad, for which the Organization disparched a peace-keeping
force in 1981, the Eritrean war, the prorracted fighting in former Spanish (Western.
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Sahara, the Somali-Echiopian war of 1977-1978, and the dispute following the as-
sumption of power by the MPLA in 1975 demonstrared clearly the powerlessness
of the OAU and the ideological divisions, as well as the personal ambitions of the
African Heads of Stare—all underscored by the lack of action by this august body
during the recent civil war in Liberia (which saw the intervention, not by a QAU
force but by thar of the Economic Council of West African States [ECOWAS] en-
rrely dominated by Nigeria). Hence, since 1963, the OAU has failed to solve many
of the major problems confronting the African continent, despite the fact thar, by
1990, its membership had risen to fifty-one countries. {The QAU problems have
been compounded by a low turnout at the meetings of the Heads of State, personal
and ideological differences, external pressures, particularly from France and the
United States, and inconsistency in the payment of membership dues). No marer
its successes or failures, the QAU has nor tumed out to be the kind of a unifying
vehicle or the real aim of the founders of Pan-Africanism. ;

The 1966 coup in Ghana was a major setback 1o the Pan-African movement. '/
However, the emergence of the Black Power movement thar same year in the
United States, and later in other parts of the African diaspora, represented the con-
tnuation and spread of the Pan-African idea. Personified best by Caribbean-born
Kwame Toure (formerly Stokely Carmichael), this radical movement was strongly *
influenced by the nartionalist uprisings in Africa and the work of Pan-Africanists
such as Nkrumah, Sekou Toure, Frantz Fanon, and Malcolm X (whose courageous
efforts, especially during 1964, played a tremendous role in shaping the conscious-
aess of young acrivists towards a Pan-African orientation). Afrer exhausring all re-
formist means possible (during the Civil Rights movement) to end the cconomic
exploitation and political subjugation experienced by African descendants in the
United States, a large sector of activists began secing their plight as indistinguish-
able from other African peoples in the Caribbean, Europe and Africa. Hence, as
carly as 1968, Black Power activists in the United States, as they were encouraged
by Nkrumah and Malcolm, began advocating that all peoples of African descent
were African, and that Pan-Africanism was the solution to the problems facing the
ennire African World. By the 1970s, the Black Power movement was clearly mani-
rested in the ideological and organizational development of young black radicals in
the Caribbean, Western Europe, and South Africa. As in the United States, 1 soon
rransformed itself into a variant of Pan-Africanism,

In the United States, the generative effect of the Black Power movement contin-
zed unabated, with several Pan-African formations established during the early
1970s. The African Liberation Support Commiteee (ALSC) was one important
zormation during this time. However, the most significant of these was the found-
mg of the All-African People’s Revolutionary Party (A-APRP) in 1972, shortly
afrer Nkrumah's death. The A-APRP was creared by African descendants from
different parts of the world who were committed to practicing the Pan-African
:deas of Nkrumah, i.e., Nkrumaism (since Nkrumah himself had called for the
‘ormation of an A-APRP in 1968). Irs original founders included, among others,
Black Power advocates such as Kwame Toure and Willie Ricks, and Nkrumah
‘oyalists such as Lamin Jangha of the Gambia.

During the 19805, several events, some of them tragic, have had a significant
'mpact on the Pan-African movement. Before the tragedies began, the birth of the
Pan-African Revolutionary Socialist Party (PRSP), which split from the AAPRP in
1983, represented the further development of Pan-Africanism in the creation of
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another Nkrumaist organization. Its newspaper, The Nkrumaist, is one of the few
Pan-African publicarions, since Garvey’s The Negro World, fifty years ago, that
attempts to speak to and for the entire African World. However, Sckou Toure's
sudden death in 1984 and the subsequent right-wing coup in Guinea, have meant
a significant loss to the movement because of the lare President’s dedicartion to the
Pan-African cause. Other similar and decisive events that have damaged the Pan-
African movement have been the assassinations of presidents Maurice Bishop of
Grenada (and the dismantling of theGrenadian Revolution) in 1983 2nd Thomas
Sankara of Burkina Faso in 1987. As committed Pan-Africanists, their deaths
have deprived the Pan-African movement of potential and badly nceded land &
bases on which the Pan-African movement could be berter coordinated and con- '
solidated. In the 1990s, orher centers and sources of Pan-African activity emerged
in different parts of the African World. The heightened level of struggle to end
apartheid in South Africa is perhaps one of the most ferrile locations for the de-
velopment of Pan-Africanism today. -

At the dawn of the 21st century, new Pan-African developments began to rake
shape in the face of the continued incfficiency of the OAU. Spearheaded by Libya’s
Mummar Al Qaddafi, and influenced by the growmng strength of the European
Union, a call for the creation of an African Unton (AU) was made at the 36th meet-
ing of the OAU in Lome, Togo, in July of 2000. By July 2002, in Durban, South ‘
Africa, the AU was formally launched. Designed to respond 1o the challenges faced
by globalization and 10 enhance the pace of African development, African Heads
of State and Government have formalized their cffort to speed-up the process of
African continental integrarion. Some of the main features of the AU will include
the establishment of an African Central Bank, an African Monetary Union, an
African Court of Justice, and a Pan-African Parliament.

However, while the AU scems to be an improvement from the erscwhile QAL
problems remain. There has been, for instance, very lirtle effort 1o educare the
masses of African’ farmers, workers, and youth about the imperative of African
unity. In short, in the villages, towns, cities, and campuses where the concept of
African unity must take roo, nothing s being done to foster irs development
amongst the millions of people who must bring it into fruition. Furthermore, cer-
tain internal flaws in the constitutional structure of the African Union serve to de-
eract from the realization of genuine African unity. For example, Article 3b of the
AU constitution lists as one of its objectives “to defend che sovereignty, territorial
integrity and independence of its member stares, Hence, like the OAU before it
the AU is in some ways serving 1o reify the bulkanization of Africa. '

Furthermore, despite the conscant challenges of the AU to contribute to
Africa’s security, stabiliry, and development, it continues to remain neffective in
the face of ever-increasing problems around the continent. Recent conflicts in the
Democranc Republic of the Congo, Core d'Ivoire, and Liberia reinforce this
fact—with foreign troops, including American, French, and British, still being re-
lied upon to sertle intra-African disputes. In fact, even a small army in the tiny Re-
public of Sao Tome e Principe can—as the recent coup makers there have
proven—defy the existence of the AU. So far, the modalities for an African
Union’s intervention force are nonexistent and 50 is the mechanism for the elec-
tion and seating of a continental (Pan-African) Parliament, Ambiguity also re-
mains vis-3-vis a common front against international terrorism (usually defined in
terms of violent, anti-West Islamic fundamentalism), some member states, such as
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Kenya, favoring the US Administration’s preemprive war to topple governments
that are unilaterally declared the “axis of evil” and the assassination or “climina-
=on” of their leaders. Others maintain a defiant stance bur are unable 1o voice i
openly, making their statements and policy on terrorism and the appropriate ap-
roach to deal with it urrerly ineffective. Thercfore, the new AU fervor notwith-
sanding, the jury is still out and Pan-African advocates should not be surprised if
“he new organ turns out o be just the old OAU in disguise.

Summary

In sum, Pan-Africanism has been a multifaceted movement that has undergone
many changes and has experienced much development. However, it has nor yet
met s ultimate objective of unifying and liberating Africa and its people along
the path of socialist reconstruction. There are a number of reasons that account
zor this fact, not least of which includes the manipulations and intransigence of
imperialist domination, espedally in its neo-colonial phase of development. An-
sther significant and related facror is the failure of Pan-African organizations o
butld the type of unity among themselves thar is necessary to achieve the objec-
tves of Pan-Africanism. In other words, the Pan-African movement has always
~een poorly coordinated, with no umbrella organization having ever been created
w0 consolidarte it transnationally. This partly explains why so many Pan-African
orgamizations have been created, only soon to be disbanded after a few years of
existence. Thus, while the monive for Pan-African resistance seems strong and
consistent, there still exists no institutionalized mechanism within the African
orld to ensure its continued growth and development.

Study Questions and Activities

i Discuss the meaning of Pan-Africanism, ./

2. What were some of the characteristics of the early emigration efforts of Pan-
Africanists prior to the twentieth century?

Who were some of the major figures in the Pan-African movement, and what
were some of the contributions they made? Y

In what way has the Pan-African movement been influenced by major world
events? .»

Discuss some of the more recent developments 1n the Pan African movement
that have occurred since the 1980s.
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